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Isaiah 25:6-8 
On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of well-
aged wines, of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. And he will destroy 
on this mountain the shroud that is cast over all peoples, the sheet that is spread over all 
nations; he will swallow up death forever. Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all 
faces, and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth, for the Lord has 
spoken. 
 
Jeremiah 33:14-16 
 The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will fulfil the promise I made to the house of 
Israel and the house of Judah. In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to 
spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. In those days 
Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by which it will be 
called: ‘The LORD is our righteousness.’ 
 
The Story of God for the people of God… thanks be to God. 
 
I’ve preached plenty of Advent Sundays before. In the past the words from the prophets 
sounded quaint, almost like play-acting, as if we went to church to pretend we were waiting 
on the Lord, but we all knew that in real life, we’re actually waiting on Amazon. 
 
Pandemic Advent feels different. “Omicron” actually feels like a word you could read in the 
Bible. I read the prophets and their words actually resonate for me. No one needs a 
description of what it feels like to hope for something that we can’t see and aren’t quite sure 
when… and if it’s coming. We are all living it…  
When can we take these masks off?  
When can we fly without having to worry?  
When can we be absolutely sure we’re not carrying a virus that could make our friends 
seriously ill or worse? 
 
The days are surely coming… thus says the prophet Jeremiah… the days are surely coming….  
 
Really Jeremiah? When?  
 
Today’s Revised Common Lectionary Gospel reading is from Luke, where Jesus talks about 
signs of the Second Coming: 

There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress 
among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves… Be alert at all 
times, praying that you may have the strength to escape all these things that will 
take place, and to stand before the Son of Man. 
 

That’s not Christmas talk. 
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Jesus speaks of the signs that anyone can read that point to what’s coming next. We’re looking 
at different signs. Over-sized Sunday papers, the constant pinging of emails in the inbox, 
longer lines at shopping plaza traffic lights – all are signs pointing towards the secular 
experience of Christmas morning.  
 
Here, we’re looking at different signs; the singing of a haunting Advent hymn and one candle 
lit for hope – these are signs pointing towards the sacred experience of Christmas Eve. 
 
But neither one of these was what the prophets or the Messiah were talking about. 
The days are surely coming… 
 There will be signs… the kingdom of God is near. 
 
It all sounds foreboding and not at all like something fairly well-behaved, apocalypse-ignoring 
church goers should be talking about. If only we knew better what that kingdom of God 
looked like. 
 
I have to admit, I’ve long been a bit partial to the prophet Isaiah’s take on it that was read 
earlier. I am all on board for a feast of rich food and of well-matured wines where God will 
wipe away the tears from all faces. 
 
There are other places in the Bible that give us a hint of what eternal life might be as well. The 
story we usually know as the Prodigal Son should really be reframed as the Forgiving Father. 
In this story a son goes astray; disobeying his father and spending down his entire 
inheritance. When the son returns he is desolate and broken. His only chance is to return to 
his father and hope that he is brought in as a hired hand. But Scripture tells us: While he was 
still far off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms around 
him and kissed him (Lk. 15:20). 
 
What a ridiculous vision – a respected man, sees something recognizable in the one coming 
up the path, gathers up his robes and runs to greet him wholeheartedly. 
 
One of my favorite December movies is Elf. We watch it every year. There are a lot of reasons 
to love this movie. For me, though, Elf will always have a special place in my heart. It came 
out in 2003 and we went to see it in the theater. It was the first outing I went on outside of 
our home after a Thanksgiving Day where our expected little one arrived way too early. We 
had to say goodbye before we even said hello.  
 
I was absolutely without hope. Then I saw this:  
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G6QtjjfXpAM  start at :19 seconds) 
The video should show Buddy and a huge Christmas Tree 
 
There was laughter throughout the theater, including a strangely familiar laugh… I listened 
closely and realized it was mine. I was laughing. I was having an emotion other than sadness 
and for that alone, no matter how dumb some of his other movies may be, I will forever be 
grateful to Will Ferrell. He brought me hope. 
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Buddy the Elf travels from his home in the North Pole and finds himself in a department store 
in New York City, and when he gets the message that Santa is coming he makes sure 
everybody knows it:  
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZWQfsU9RVf0  Run until 1:08) 
Video should show Buddy and the manager walking into “Santa’s Workshop” at the 
department store 
 
Somehow, the prophets’ proclamation of the imminent arrival of Jesus Christ doesn’t get quite 
the same reaction. If only the prophets could have delivered their hope with a little more 
humor. Their sense of urgency can be a bit of a drag.  
The days are surely coming… 
 There will be signs… 
 
The second coming is intimidating. Jesus warns: Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom 
against kingdom; there will be great earthquakes, and in various places famines and plagues; 
and there will be dreadful portents and great signs from heaven” (Lk. 21:10-11). 
 
Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 
 
This may be uncomfortable news. We like the way things are. It’s as if God is a beloved pillar 
of the church, who donated the Heaven and the Earth to us. Aren’t we supposed to take care 
of them forever? 
 
What does the second coming of Christ mean for fairly well-behaved, apocalypse-ignoring 
church goers like us?  
 
Two things: 

1) The wringing of hands and lamenting over the state of the world for fear that it will 
never be a better place is a colossal waste of time. God’s got this. 
AND 

2) Ignoring the challenges of this world because of a belief that the eternal kingdom has 
already been secured is also a waste of precious time. God’s calling us. 

 
The good news? Jesus is coming. 
 
The even better news? 
 We know Him!!! We know Him!!! 
 
We know his justice.  

We know his mercy.  
We know his love. 
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Henri Nouwen writes, “When Jesus speaks about the world, he is very realistic. He speaks 
about wars and revolutions, earthquakes, plagues and famines, persecution and 
imprisonment, betrayal, hatred, and assassinations. There is no suggestion at all that these 
signs of the world's darkness will ever be absent. But still, God's joy can be ours in the 
midst of it all. It is the joy of belonging to the household of God whose love is stronger than 
death and who empowers us to be in the world while already belonging to the kingdom of 
joy”(The Kingdom of Joy). 
 
In other words, we – the church – are a sign pointing towards the kingdom that is to come.  
 
There is no need to cower in fear. As Jesus proclaims to his disciples “…stand up and raise your 
heads, because your redemption is drawing near.”  
 
Stand up, raise your heads – the call is not to perfection, but to action. 
 Stand up, raise your heads – hope in the Lord, and rejoice in his return. 

Stand up, raise your heads – God’s mercy is for all.   
 
This is our hope. 
 
And just around the corner is the father who gathers his robes and runs towards his prodigal 
children shouting, “I know them! I know them!” 
 
Thanks be to God… in the name of the Creator, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 


